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Civil

Recently various civil move-
ments are staged in the differ-
ent places of the country and
seems to have increased their
effectiveness on the Govern-
ment policies. On the other
hand, according to the expan-
sion of the civil movements,
politics which used to be called
“politics without citizens,” seems
to have come to be called “po-
litics reflecting citizens’ voice.”
The civil movements, which are
roughly classified into so-called
three movements against price-
hikes, environmental pollution
and the U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty still, however, have not
reached the level of political in-
fluence. That is to say, the
civil movements are still only in
e shige, WHTIC mibiual reia-
tion between cach citizen has
begun to take shape.

Originally. some of the civit
movements came from the in-
habitants’ egoism. For instance,
there is a problem of how to
dispose of rubbish and garbage
in Tokyo. The people, who live
in the wards which are appoint-
ed as the places to build in-
cinerators say,” If we have in-
cinerators in our wards, we will
be troubled by smell and smoke.
This is why we continue the
movement against the construc-
tion.” There also is a problem
of apartment complex and so-
called mansions. For the reason
that the apartment complex and
the mansions cause such issues
as of hyper-population, sun-
shine-shut, the people in the
construction-sites are against
the project. However, as a mat-
ter of fact, these issues must be
solved as soon as possible, be-
cause there are great amounts
of rubbish and garbage being
stored up, and there are many
homeless people. To demand
only the removal of the con-
is not construc-
tive. The movements against
the U.S. Army base are ana-
lagous. The U.S. Army base
issue can never be solved with-
out revision or termination of
the Security Treaty. It is nec-
essary to make these issues sur-
face in the politics, in order to
solve them.

- The Yokohama Case

So how can the citizens raise
their movements up to the level
of politics? Here we have a
good example of a successful
movement. It is the anti-M48
military tanks transport move-
ment by the general citizens in
Yokohama and other areas
around, of which the Japan So-
cialist Party (JSP) led the van.
at the U.S. Army Sagami Sup-
ply and Maintenance Facility in
Sagami City, Kanagawa Prefec-
ture. Although this movement
seemingly looks a kind of strug-
gle against the U.S., Army base,
the JSP has the aim of this
movement at the revision, and
the final abrogation of the Se-
curity Treaty.

Besides, the Mayor of Yoko-
hama City appealed to the gen-
eral citizens to take part in the
movement, and submitted the
following demands to the Gov-
ernment: 1) To clarify its view
on the relation between the Se-

Sagami Citizens Starring the Politics

curity Treaty and repair or
maintenance of arms in Japan,
which the U.S. Army lends to
the nations out of the range of
the Security Treaty; 2) to give
enough attention to the citizens’
anti-tanks-transport feelings,

The process of the anti-trans-
port movement in Yokohama is
approximately as follows. The
movement was begun this May,
first by the JSP members. In
July, citizens in Yokohama and
other areas around, began to

participate in the movement
one after another. The JSP
members and citizen partici-

pants brocked the passage of
the tanks loaded on the trucks
on the Murasame Bridge for
the reason that a_ tank. loaded
on a truck is beyond the weight
limit  of that bridge.  Mecan-
while, the Mayor of Yokohama
City, Ichio Asukada required
the U.S. Army to observe the
Japanese Vehicle Control Ordi-
ance,

On the other hand, the Chief
Secretary of JSP had several
talks with the Chief Cabinet
Secretary about the Sagami is-
sue, while the Mayor suspend-
ed the permission of the pass-
age of the trucks. Therefore,
the U.S. Army could not con-
vey the tanks from this August
till September. Finally the Cabi-
net was compelled to announce
the following statement: 1)
Study of the possibility of cur-
tailment or clousure within a
year or two of the tank division
of the Sagami depot; 2) a re-
quest that the tanks should not
be sent to Vietnam,

Regarding that their efforts
bore the fruit of the Govern-
ment's consession reflected in
the statement, the demonstrat-
ers removed part of obstruction
line, and the Mayor permitted
the passage of the trucks. In
the wake of ihe announcement
of the statement, however, For-
eign Minister clarified a high-
handed unified Government in-
terpretation of the connection
between the repair of U.S. con-
bat vehicles and " the Security
Treaty in the Upper House
Cabinet Committee.

The summing-up of the unifi-
ed opinion is as follows: 1) As
long as the U.S. forces are
themselves repairing U.S. tanks,
it is permissible for them to let
the South Vietnam forces use
the tanks after repair; and 2)
if tanks are sent to NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation) nations after repair,
this is mere internal affairs of
the U.S. Army, and is therefore
consistant with the Security
Treaty.

When we compared the for-
mer statement with this unified
opinion, it is undoubtedly ap-
parent that the former state-
ment made a temporary lip-
service, in order to calm the
anti-base feelings of the people,
Many criticizms of the people
arc consentrated on the turn-
about from the former statement
by the Government, This shows
how much portion of the peo-
ple have come to support the
brocking movement. What is
worse, the Government went so

far as to revise a government
regulation in order to permit
the passage of U.S. tanks, turn-
ing its deaf ears to the protest
of the Mayor Asukada.

As for this revision of the
Vehicle Control Regulation, the
Government takes a stand that
this is a responsibility demand-
ed by the Security Treaty. The
Tanaka Government which has
been honoured with the name,
“The Government for the gen-
eral public” for its achievement
of the normalization of Sino-
Japanese relations, is now
branded as “Pro-Sato” Govern-
ment.

“All that the Government is
receiving from the people is

only a torrent of hitter erificism.., -

The  anli-transport  movement
no donger remains mere anfi-
base movement. It has riveted
the nation’s attention on various
political affairs. True, there is
scirecely no  possibility of re-
duction in scale or all-out clo-
sure of the Sagami depot result-

ed from the citizens’ demon-
strative movement. But their
movement should be highly

evaluated in that it has arouse
a great concern over our politi-
cal peoblems including the Se-
curity Treaty affairs in the gen-
eral public all over the country.

What is the reason that the
anti-transport movement could
develop the citizens’ struggle
into the influencial power over
the politics? It can be counted
as one of the major factors that
the movement was “legal,” and
that since the main members of
the demonstraters were general
citizens, the police could not
casily control them by power.
It is also one of the important
reasons that the Mayor of
Yokohama City is of a progres-
sive descent, because Mura-
same Bridge was under jorisdic-
tion of that Mayor (the joris-
diction is moved to the Goern-
ment by the revision of the
Vehicle Control Ordinance). If
the Mayor were of a conserva-
tive descent, the pressure of the
Government would force him to
permit the passage of trucks at
once. Then the brocking move-
ment would surely be finished
soon.

Way To the Politics

Since the contemporary po-
litical stuation is a great deal
centralistic, and the policies of
the Government for the local
governments are one-sided, civil
movements against the Govern-
ment policies are in a stuation
hard cnough to reflect citizens’
voice on the policies. In that
political stuation, it is absolute-
ly necessary that the local gov-
ernment leaders should take the
initiative of the civil movements.

Furthermore, the leaders
must serve as a pipe to convey
citizens’ voices to the Diet, For,
even though the local govern-
ments and the citizens can ob-
ject the Government policies,
their power can not be influ-
ential enough to persuade the
Government to change its po-
licies.  Only the Oppossition
parties can do it. This is the
limit of the civil movements.
The anti-transport movement in

Movn'ts in Full Swing

Yokohama is a good model in
these respects.

By the way, it goes without

saying that the political aware-
ness of the Yokohama citizens
made the citizens elect the pro-
gressive Mayor, who played a
great part in the brocking
movemeni. However as well,
the joint campaign of the Op-
position parties made them elect
him. There are increasing pro-
gressive leaders of the local
governments over the counrty.
Most of the leaders are support-
ed by the joint campaign of the
Opposition parties. Indications
are that the joint campaign also
fosters political awareness of
the people.
A progressive candidate, who
15 ,\uppnrl‘cu' fi)’ the point com-
paign, wseems 1o do something
good for the inhabitants, who
are tired of  the  monotonous
conservative politics. The elec-
tion, therefore, becomes an ob-
ject of the inhabitants’ interest.
If the progreecive candidate is
elected, he can criticize the po-
licies of the Government, both
because he is back-boned by the
inhabitants and because he is
out of the Government policies.
Then, there comes the further-
cnce and promotion of the po-
litical awareness of the people.
The time when a nation makes
a progress simply by obeying
the Government policies has
passed, and the time when the
people should watch out the po-
licies has come. Naturally,
democracy must be so.

Politics For People

The Opposition parties must
recognize that the joint cam-
paign has played a part to pro-
mote the democratic awareness
of the people. Onc way by
which the weak Opposition par-
ties can cope with the strong
ruling party, is to take up citi-
zens’ voices enagitically. Then
the civil movements grow more
constructive, and the Opposition
parties can give a sharp blow
on the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, which is always in
high-handed, forceful, and con-
temptible attitude in the Diet.
The joint campaign of the Op-
position parties is a fundament-
al policy, which makes the po-
litical awareness of the people
result in good effects in politics,
and gives firm basis to the fu-
ture political movements of the
Opposition parties. .

It is expected that general
elections are held after this ex-
traordinary session of the Diet.
We hope that the Opposition
partics continue the joint cam-
paign to the maximum extent
their circumustances permit.

Meanwhile, “Thesis on the
Reconstruction of the Japanese
Archipelago” written by the
Prime Minister Tanaka, is now
one of the best sellers. It is still
stressing the importance of the
politics for centralism and high
economic growth. These poli-
cies go against the flow of the
time, and makes gap between
the . people and politics even
deeper. First of all, the Prime
Minister Tanaka should revise
his “Thesis on the Reconstruc-
tion of the Japanese Archi-

pelago.” This is our proposal.

On IMF Issue

The Crisis

The present International
Monekary Fund(IMF) system,
now on the verge of final
break-up because of the lessen-
ing value of the dollar, is call-
ing ftor diversified reformation
plans for the whole system of
international currency,  IMF
which was established original-
ly for the execution of multi-
ple currencies system could vir-
tually not avoid functioning
only as part of the basic inter-
national currency system based
on the dollar.

However, the monetary situa-
tion of the world is that: the
restoration of the convertibility
of other currencies, the levell-
ing-off in the valuc of the ma-
jor currencies, and the lowering
value of the dollar no longer
R TR e s vt
tvities to be based solely on the
dollar henceforee. It oas. prob
ably, the natural  resolt that
movements towards the promo-
tion of luture trade on the basis
of multiple currencies system
have come to be observed.

Nevertheless, this does not
necessarily imply that the pre-
sent international currency will
immediately be replaced by
other new ones, because a con-
siderable length of time over
several decades is nceded for
an international currency (o
come into being of itself. More-
over, we should be aware that
behind a bilateral character of
a country’s currency as of the
domestic, as well as of an in-
ternational, is lying the fact that
despite helpful points it offers
for the restoration of cquilibri-
um in the country’s internation-
al balance of payments, burdens
well suited to her as the inter-
national currency  nation, such
as sides to foreign countrics in
the form of monctary invest-
ment and military assistance,
are weighing heavily on her
shoulders.

It is for this reason that even
in the creditor nations such as
Japan, West Germany, or Swit-
zerland, negative rcactions arc

8l
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The furious Sagami citizens swarming around the US.

seen as to the use of yen, mark,
and Swiss fanc in settling their
overseas trade.  On top of that,
there arise various critical voic-
cs about the “inconsistency of
international liquidity” resulted
from the funciion of multiple
currencies system under which
a domestic currency is endowed
with the function of an inter-
national currency as well.

The international  monetary
crisis can be viewed from threc
different points — international
liquidity, international balance
of payments and the credibility
of the currencies. Various in-
terpational monetary plans are
based on one of the above
three.  The floating exchange
sytem, theory on the recovery
of gold standard, sytem of SDR,

all have their assets and  de-
fects,  What  makes it more
‘C\!i!l])i‘i’k‘.lhf\‘\ vocach natu s nae
Honal mderest

Mot oonly i ccononues, but

in other matiers of forcign pa-
licy. national interests has been
amajor stumbling block o
every solution.  If there were
only one nation on the face of

this carth, there would be no
problem.  Such is the idea
that Keynes and Triffin had
when they mentioned  the

Central World Bank plan. Their
plan is nothing more than the
paystein of  omudtiple currencies,
fwith the World Bunk working
as the monetary central nerve
systen. It is clear enough that
international cooperation is nec-
essary in making an internation-
al currency work,

Our Suggestion

World trade has been ex-
panding at a steady rate. The
emergence of the EC with its
improved  monetiry  system as
the final goal, and the UNC-
TAD consisting of developing
nations, have made the sk of
solving the monetary crisis cver
more urgent.  Countries with
strong currencies should aban-
don their selfish national inter-
est, and start working for the
establishment of the new mone-
tary system.

tanks to prevent the transport.
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The Bridged Gap Between Japan and China

The restoration of Japan-China diplomatic ties has formed an epoch in the international

politics of East Asia.

At the same time, this event means a renewed start of independent

diplomacy between the two countries. It is, certainly, true that the historic Sino-Japanese
rapprochement will contribute a great deal to the peace of the world. But to look only
the favorable aspects and to disregard another problematical

Normalized Relations

In 1951, six years after the
end of the Second World War,
when Japan decided to take
San Francisco Treaty System as
her diplomatic main road, the
then Prime Minister Shigeru
Yoshida predicted that the arti-
ficial barrier separating Japan
from the Chinese mainland
would be overcome by the geo-
graphy and economics some day
in the near future. However,
that some day in the near fu-
ture had not come during the
past twenty one years until the
“abnormal state of affairs”
which had been existing be-
tween Tokyo and Peking over
the prc-war and post-war peri-
ods was officially terminated on
September, 29, in 1972. Japan
on whose diplomatic neck
Washington’s rein had been laid
for the past two decades be-
the 70th natian that re.

came
cognized Pcking as the sole
legitimate Government repre-

senting China.

The Japanese and the Chi-
nese  nations  long-cherished
hope for the restoration of Sino-
Japanese diplomatic ties was re-
alized and Japan-Taiwan Peace
Treaty had eventually lost its
effects. For Japan, this event
amounts to the final crumbling
of the cold-war structure of the
post-war international politics
where she had been serving as
the largest anti-communists
base in the Far-East under the
protection of the U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty.

In spite of some disagreement
betwecen the Japanese side and
the Chinese over several points
about the treatment of the Tai-
wan issue, the Japanese Govern-
ment’s efforts which bore the
fruit of the successful Chou-
Tanaka joint communique
should frankly be appreciated.
At the same time, we would like
the Government to reflect upon
the fact again on this occasion
that up to only several moths
ago, turning a dcaf ear to the
Chinese Premier, Chou En-lai’s
proposal that Pcking airport is
always ready to welcome the
Japanese Prime Minister, if only
he makes a decision to accept
the three principles for the re-
storation of Sino-Japancse rcla-
tions, the Japancse Government
had been laying the major aim
of its diplomacy on the con-
struction of huge barriers on the
shortest way to Peking.

With the resumption of the
diplomatic tics, we have reach-
cd only to the starting point of
the future friendly exchanges
between Japan and China.
There must never be an end to
this friendship, which should be
maintained and promoted by
the two nations incessant ef-
forts based on the “Five Peace
Principles.” Now that the his-
toric political drama has cnded
in succcess, what it urgently re-
quired of the Government is
not to bc in rapture over this
favorable outcome, but to take
stcady forward steps based on a
reliable diplomatic vision for
the sccurity and friendship of
both the Japanese and the Chi-
nesc nations.

Needless to say, the success
in the resumption of Sino-Japa-
nese relations could not have
been made possible without the
Chinese Government’s under-
standing of Japan’s stand es-
pecially in Taiwan issuc. In

the joint communiqie announc-
ed on the last day of the Japa-
nesc Prime Miniser’s stay in
the capital of the People’s Re-
public of China, renunciation of
requisition for the war indemni-
ty from the Japanese - Govern-
ment is clarified by the Chinese.
On the other hand, it was re-
grettable that in Prime Minister
Tanaka’s statement at the re-
ception dinner on the day of his
arrival in Paking, the clear-cut
cxpression of “apology” for the
criminal actions committed by
the Japanese Army in the Chi-
nese main land during the war is
replaced by the incomprehensi-
ble, round-about “deep self-ex-
amination.”  Moreover, while
the history of the Sino-Japa-
nese relations in this century is
described as “unceasing hostili-
ties” by the Chinese Govern-
ment, “unhappy state of affairs
between Japan and China” was
the €xpréssion used by the Japa-
nese for the same meaning.
When we compare Peking's de-
cision of renouncing its natural
requisition for the war indemni-
ty with the diplomatic posture
of the Japanese Government re-
vealed in the above circuitous
expression, we can not help
fecling that we have come un-
der a great obligation to the
Chinese people this time.

Then, what should we do
first of all now, at the start of
our friendship with the old
neighbour?  The normalized
Sino-Japanese relations will
soon remove any obstacles re-
maining on the way between
Tokyo and Peking. Interchang-
cs and mutual activities in cul-
tural, personnel, and economic
fields will also be promoted as
many times powerfully as
though a sluice suddenly open-
ed lets the interrupted flow of
water start going again swiftly
through a broad water-way.
However, even in the rapidly
improving situation betwcen Ja-
pan and China, we should al-
ways bear it in our mind that
the Chincse Government’s de-
cision of the war-indemnity
from the Japanese has all its

aim on the furtherence of
“abiding  fricndship” between
the two peoples. It seems,

therefore, Japan’s first duty we
must perform to the Chinese
people to reflect on what we
had done in the past and to
make o strong <ecision never
o bring the restored {riendship
into rupture again.

(The Past)

The Chinese people’s night-
mare began on the night of Sep-
tember, 7, in 1937, when sever-
al bullets went past overhead
the Japanese Army soldiers in
their demonstrative military ex-
creise near Lu-gou-giao Bridge
in the suburb of Peking city.
With this incident as the start
of the all-out war between Ja-
pan and China, the number of
personnels from Japan to the
battle front in the Chinese main
land had rapidly increased, and
the war expanded by the Japa-
nese Army’s unilateral agres-
sion into the Chinesc territory
had finally performed a ghastly
show in Nang King city in De-
cember, 1938, where one of the
most atrocious criminal actions
in the world history was actual-
ly carried out by the Japanese
soldiers.

It is reported that the num-

points behind the appearance

ber of deaths including that of
non-combatants amounted to
nearly 300,000 in this world’s
famous Nang King Massacre.
Bloodthirsty Japanese soldiers
with no control over their own
murderous instinct stabbed their
sharp bayonets even into the
bellies of pregnant women.
Nearly all the women in the
city from 16 to 60 years of age
were raped, and the grasses on
the river-banks of this city were
reportedly dyed red with the
greasy blood of the victims,

Also in the battle front of
Mid-China, particuraly in the
areas around Shang-shi Pro-
vince, as a result of the offen-
cive by 100,000 Japancse sol-
diers by the well-known geno-
cidal tactics in August, 1941, in
addition to the innumerable

number of dcaths in the non-|

combatants, more that 150,000
‘houses were burnt down, some
10,000 domestic animals were
taken away for use in the Japa-
nese Army, and [7,000 people
were reportedly taken away to
Manchuria as coolies. In the
same areas, during only one
year, the number of the Chi-
nese, slew, arrested, or raped
by the Japanese Army exceed-
ed 100,000. During the eight
year Sino-Japanese war from
1937 to 1945, the Japanese
Army’s atrocity is reported to
have resulted in the damage of
more than 10 million deaths
and the loss of properties
worthy of over 50 billion dol-
lars on the Chinese side.

These facts in the history of
Japan-China relations tell every-
body, who considers how the
two nations should work to-
gether for the furtherence of
their friendship in a serious
mapner, that the crime com-
mitted by Japan in the past can
never be atoned for by the oral
expression of the mere “sclf-ex-
amination.” What is required
of the Japanesc is a severe self-
criticisn and profound apology
to the Chinese People which
must be shown in a certain
from, whether tangible or in-
tangible, based on the respect
to ‘“cquality and reciprocity”
between the two nations,

(How To Co-operate)

As a result of the normaliza-
tion of Japan-China relations, it
can naturally be expected that
the Chinese demand for eco-
nomic co-operation from Japan
will treble or quadruple from
now on. However, on this oc-
casion, we would like the Japa-
nese financial leaders to recol-
lect the following fact in the his-
tory of pre-war economics.

In consequence of the dump-
ing of the cheap Japanese ex-
pert goods in foreign markets,
which were produced at the low
wages of the pre-war laborers,

tariff  rates  on  Japan-madc
goods were vastly raised so
that they could be excluded

from the foreign markets. In
such a situation, increased de-
mand for the reinforcement of
Japan-Manchu economic bloc
impclled Japan to put the north-
ern part of the Chinese main-
land under an overall cconomic
control. It is widely known
that the war in China originat-
ed from the Japanese econom-
ics which were brought to a
‘standstill in overseas markets.
In some points, the situation

of the peaceful atmosphere is the veryﬁg‘eg}gning of various mistakes. These problematical
points are the following three: (1) the War in the past, (2) the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty,
(3) problems of the expanding”SDF® In-thé following article, we made a brief summary
of what has been called “issues between Japan and China,” referring to the above

three points.

is analogous today. In order
never to precipitate into the
same pitfall again, the Japanese
financial leaders should keep it
in mind that China can never
be only an outlet for the over-
flowing energy of the Japanese
economy.- True, China is still
a deyeloping nation in terms of
economics, with her Gross Na-
tional Product (GNP) less than
half of that of Japan, while her
population is the world’s largest,
but it is also true that China
does not exist solely as the most
promising purchasing power for
Japan in Asia. For a while
from - today, we think Japan
should promote her economic
interchanges with People’s Re-
public by way not of “selling the
developed industrial technolo-
gy” but of “letting herself will-
ingly help the economic growth
of the old neighbour.” .

- +{How To Do With The
Security System)

Now that the normalized
Sino-Japanese relations have ad-
ded a new chapter to the post-
war history of Asia, and a new
epoch has been formed in the
East Asian political situation, it
is, probably, no exaggeration to
say that we have advanced
many steps closer to the sub-
lime ideal of eternal peace de-
clared in the Japanese Constitu-
tion. Judging from the appear-
ence of the latest reconciliatory
atmosphere over the North and
South Korean issue and from
the Sino-American detente ac-
tualized by the U.S. President
Richard Nixon’s Peking visit in
this February, the multi-poraliz-
ed political situation, conspicu-
ous especially in the Far East,
can also be said to have started
streaming in the direction of
the world peace.

From this point of view, the
time likewise scems to have ar-
rived when we should officially
terminate the U.S.-Japan Secu-
rity Treaty. Even though the
restoration of the Sino-Japanese
rclations with the eventual fer-
mination  of  Japan-Taiwan
Peace Treaty is tantamount to
the virtual skeletonization of
the military treaty between Ja-
pan and the U.S,, it is apparent
that in opening the gate of
fricndship full to the new friend,
we are not permitted to keep

holding the useless, corroded
shield facing him forever.

(How To Do With SDF)

Everything is being forced to
change in the flow of the time
and history. Besides the skele-
tonized U.S.-Japan  Security
Treaty, there remains one more
thing which can not avoid be-
ing greatly changed as a result
of the normalization of Japan-
China relations, and this is no-
thing but the recently drafted
Forth Defensive Forces build-
up program of the Defense
Agency. The Chinese Premier
Chou En-lai is admitting the ex-
istence of the Japanecse Self De-
fense Forces, and we also agree
that as an independent nation,
Japan can be permitted to be
equipped with self - defensive
power within the minimum de-
fensive framework,

Nevertheless, we can not help
doubting whether this defensive
forces build - up program
which was drafted on the basis
of the cold-war conception that
“Communist China” is the
greatest potential  threatening
power to Japan has acceptable
validity, and so it is particuraly
when we are confronted with
the following two facts:

(1) Surprisingly large
amount of 4,600,000 million
yen nearly double as large as
the annual GNP of the neigh-
bour South Korea was decided
to be allocated as thc military
fund, (2); in spite of the total
amount of the military spend
accounting only for around
0.9% of the GNP in the Fourth
Defensive  Forces  Build-Up
Program, Japan’s economic
power is in the Number Two
position in the world of non-
Communist nations. In the
news cast from Peking, there is
no such critical voices blaming
the revival of the Japanese mili-
tarism in a-violent tone as we
used to hear until only several
months ago.

If the other side of the
favourable aspects of Sino-Japa-
nese rapprochement is pervert-
edly considered, it becomes pos-
sible for the Government to
take the stand approving the
FDFBP that the re-arrange-
ment of defencive forces with
its aim not in the preparedness
against the attack from China

is rather permissible. Was
the re-arrangement of the mili-
tary power the primary inten-
tion, and the realization of
friendship between the Japanese
and the Chinese pcoples only
secondary in the Government's
“peace diplomacy” with Peking?
The normalized Japan-China re-
lations and the reassuring ap-
pearance of the symptom of
peace in the Korean Peninsula
are indicating that we have no
need to cxpand the Sclf De-
fense Forces any morc.

(For Peace and Security)

The resumption of Sino-Japa-
nese relations was attained on
the basis of the five peace
principles of (1), mutual re-
spect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty, (2), muutal
non-aggression,  (3), mutual
non-interference with internal
affaits, (4), cyuality and geci-
procity, (5), peace co-cxistence.
High ideals reflected in these
principles are in accord with the
spirit of pcace declared in the
preface of the Japanese Con-
stitution to a remarkable de-
gree. We dislike war, and,
therefore, we should respect the
sublime peaceful idelas in the
constitution, which have been
deliberately disregarded, with
all our resources henceforward,
while reconsidering the fact that
Japan had once invaded China,
which has never made any mili-
tary assualt on Japan in the his-
tory.

In this article, it was repeat-
edly emphasized that Japan’s
apology for its invasion into the
Chinese territory is the first
step for the furtherence of
friendship between the two peo-
ples. Additionally, this apology
seems to begin with our con-
stant endcavour to form a diplo-
matic posture based thorough-
ly on the observance of the five
peace principles. Both the Japa-
nese¢ and the Chinese, with the
‘Japanese Constitution and the
five peace principles, arc peace-
loving nations. As long as we
are faithful to our constitution
and the five peace principles
through mutual respect and
trust, thc two nations will never
get involved in any miscry of
war again. This is our firm be-
lief.
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Editorial

Self Offence Forces

While debates on the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty have
been arising since the transport issue of military vehicles
destined for Vietnam from the U.S. Army Sagami depot was
brought into a sharp relief, the Government made a vast
revision on the vehicle control regulation without prior notice
to the people in order to give a free pass to the military vehicles
of the US. Army on October, 16th.

Prior to this, the State Defence Council completed the
fourth Defensive Forces Build-up Program for the comming
five years (1972-1976) on October, 8th. A huge amount of
military expenditure running up to 4,630,000 million yen
is imposed on the people under the name of “self-defense™

during the five years. Japan is forced to go .against the world .

tendency toward the relaxation of the existing international
tension under those policies by the Government, with their
top priority to the reinforcement of the Japan-U.S. Sccurity
Treaty and the arrangement of the defensive forces. The
series of actions observed in the Government after Sino-
Japanese rapprochement can not, therefore, be approved.

Concerning the priority of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty
over the Japanese domestic policies, the Japanese Government
is taking the stand that the security of Japan can be perfectly
guaranteed under the protection of the U.S. nuclear umbrella.
However it can be asserted that in the latest cataclysm in the
international politics caused by such historic events as the
U.S.-Soviet and the U.S.-Sino summit talks, the restoration
of Sino-Japanese diplomatic ties, and the movements toward
peace in Vietnam, the above logic of the Government has
already lost its grounds. In other words, there remains no
need for Japan to prepare herself against the attack from the
communists countries, the old potential enemies.

This is not a mere optimistic view but reality we are
actually facing now. From the far-reaching viewpoint over
the world peace, we think that some of the politicians and
military industrialists are still insisting on the further expan-
sion of the Self Defense Forces and the importance of the
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty should be first of all exposed to
the criticism of the peace-loving nation. The revision on the
vehicle control regulation enforced in this situation can be
said a most symbolical example resulted from the Govern-
ment’s diplomatic posture placing too much trust on the US.
. nuclear umbrella and the maintenance of Japan-U.S. Security

Treaty, with our national supremacy completely entrusted to
‘Washington.

The Government's policies for the further reinforcement
of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty were serving as a back-
ground for the appearence of the defensive issues posed by
the lately adopted fourth defensive forces build-up program
on our political stage. In the previous third program, the
major defensive aim  was placed on (1) dependence on
Washington's protection with vegard to the danger of nuclear
attack from the polential cnemics and (2) independent self-
defense from cnemies’ attack at regional scale.  Also in the
fourth defensive program, the aim is laid on the same two
points, and particularly the second one is worthy of our note.

The following three arc considerable factors which led
the Government to take the independent self-defense policies:
(1) the suspension of the U.S. free military aid based on the
Japan-U.S. Military Assistant Program as a supplement for
the Japanese third defensive forces build-up program (2)
so-called Nixon Doctrine which requires Japan to replace
U.S. Forces in the Far East (3) the enterprising spirit of the
Japancse military industries, about which the situation is
becoming more complicated as the surplus in the trade account
of the Japanese side grow even greater. Judging from these
facts, it is apparent that the fourth defensive forces build-up
program has its ground on the Japanese dependence on

* Washington not only in military but also in economic field.

Nominally, both the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty and the
fourth defensive forces build-up program are announced to
exist for the purpose of defending our country. Then, what
is defense and for whom does it exist?>—through correct
analysis on the status quo of the Self Defense Forces with
our reference to the Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution,
we must give appropriate answers to these questions.

In defensive power, the Japanese SDF is ranking the
“Tth of the world, and it stands on the Number One position

A lLetfer From a Reader

By T. lwasa

The greatest and the most
difficult  political  problem
in our  postwar  history,

the normalization of Japan-Chi-
na relations, was finally resolv-
ed on September 29, in 1972.

On this occasion, Prime Min-
ister Kakuei Tanaka himself
stated that the best part of this
political achievement could be
attributed to the power of the
Japanese people’s public opin-
ion.

However, was it really the
people who starred in the politi-
cal druma? ] cannot help fecl-
ing this simple question arising
in my mind. The past few
years history of friendship be-
tween the Japanese and the
Chinese peoples is clarifying
the fact that when Peking’s en-
try into the United Nations was
officially admitted last fall, the
first intiative of the suddenly
quickened movements toward
the restoration of the diplomatic

ties was taken by part of the

financial leaders, and that this
was followed by both Opposi-
tion and the ruling Liberal-
Democratic  Party  members
frequent visits to Peking.

Nevertheless, we should also
take notice of another fact re-
maining in this history - that
non-official persons or the or-
dinary Japanese people were not
casted for any part in the politi-
cal drama, even if difficulty ex-
isted at practical level.

Those financial leaders acted
only for the sake of their own
companics interests, and politi-
cians for gaining advantage in
the comming election, as well as
for their own and their parties
interests.  Then, how about
tribute the political gains to?
tribute the political gains to'2
Common pcople are not mere
extras. Real friendship and mu-
tual trust can be founded only
on the efforts of comnion peo-
ple. I was even shocked at the
big diplomatic drama, with its

-|those who have only money-

among the non-Communist nations of Asia. The annual
defensive expenditure running Gp to 1,000,000 million yen
is held down to one percent of the Gross National Product,

—-which. accounts for. argund seven. percents af the annual

budget,  However. in the following excerpt from the Japa-
nese Constitution, we can Find no phrase which leaves any
room for the justification of the existence of the expanding
self-defense power; Aspiring sincerely to an international
peace based on justice and order, the Japancse people forever
renounce war as a sovereign tight of the nation and the
threat or use of force as means of settling international
disputes. In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding
paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war
potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency
of the state will not be recognized. (Article 9)

During the Korean war in 1954, in the wake of the
formation of the “police reserve corps,” by requisition of the
U.S. Army, the Defense Agency was established. In spite
of many arguments criticizing this new political trend toward
the rearmament of Japan as entirely against the peace con-
stitution, the perverted interpretation on article 9 that, since
the aim of “self-defense” does not include the meaning of the
first paragraph reconfirmed by the phrase, “in order to
accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph” in the second
one, the establishment of the Self Defense Forces can be
legitimately permitted, has been facilitating the boundless
growth of the Self Defense Forces until today.

Concerning the interpretation on the “defensive power”
in question, the then Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida’s official
statement in 1946 said that the Article 9 of the Constitution
was not renouncing Japan’s right to defend her self. It has
been evolved through the 26 years post-war history into the
latest interpretation announced both by the Self Defense
Forces and the Government on October, 18th that self defensive
actions can be permitted to the extent that against attacks by
missile from enemies, Japan can defend herself by attacking
the enemies missile bases if she can find no other means but
that to appeal to.

Such being the case, it is doubtful whether Prime Minister
Tanaka's opinion at the time of th¢ completion of the final
draft of the fourth Defensive Forces Build-up programme that
clear-cut limit to the defensive power in peaceful situation
should be established is really based on the recognition af the
fact that Japan is ranking the seventh of the world in the
amount of defense spending.  Sclft Defense Forces armed with
cnough military power (o be called “offensive foree” is itself
forming the very proof that SDF is actually viokuting the Article
9 of the Constitution.

For whom does Japan have to be armed with the military
power which is far over the permissible defence limit?—to
this question, perhaps the Government is prepared to answer,
“It is, of course, for the nation.” However, as we have already
remarked in the previous paragraphs, it is an undeniable fact
that the Government’s political aid for the arrangement of the
defensive forces has been stepped up only for the strategic
means of the U.S. Forces. some anachronistic militarists, and
for the personnels of the Sclf Defense Forces and the Defense
Agency who have been faithful to their duty. Particuraly,
pitiable are, among them, the SDF personnels, because they are
forced to sweat every day for the contribution to the growth
of their army, while being unaware that their activities are
violating the peace of their own country.

That a man is a wolf to another is the words of the
famous British political philsopher, Thomas Hobbes. Defen-
sive force can be compared to sharp teeth of a wolf, and
wolves are reported to run amuck at least once in their whole
lives. 1In fact it is also well known that starving wolves jump
even on gigantic bears,

star players nearly all ousted
from the stage.

Chairman Mao’s China is
bigger than Generalissimo Chi-
an Kai-shek’s Taiwan. Once
this simple theory was learned
staunch supporters of the Tai-
wan Government turned into
ardent supporters of the Peking
Government.  The financial
leaders and politicians were
branded as big traitors by the
Taiwanese. They shifted from
polar to polar. and the Jupanesc
people could walch the rapidly
chunging scenes on the diplo-
matic stage only from their dis-
tant seats.

The Japanese diplomacy has
been carried out solely by part
of those who are in influencial
positions in socicty. What sort
of influence will be brought
about to the nation by cach di-
plomatic action has always been
out of consideration. It is for
this reason that 1 apprehend
that diplomacy conducted by

making in mind will result in
adverse effect to the further-
ance of friendship and trust be-

tween the Japanese and the
Chinese peeplen i the Dot
The a4 danger of tuptusing,
the regained fricndship agan in
the Japancse [linancial cirele's
over-estimation of China as a

The Normalization—for Whom Is It?

fore, urgently required is a re-
alization of diplomacy at non-
official level. This is where
real, ever-lasting friendship and
mutual trust can be originated.
I wish both the Japanese and
the Chinese Governments to
take appropriate steps for the
future promotion of interchang-
es, particularly in culture, at
non-official level between the
two peoples.

Neither subservient nor high-
handed attitude of the pre-war
fashion is demanded from the
Japanese people.  In China, the
people are not supermen en-
dowed with Chairman Mao's
necromantic  skill.  They are
not so-catled contempted “Chi-
namen,” cither. TFhey are the
people of the People’s Republic
of China.

Diplemacy based on “equali-
ty and reciprocity”™ is  go-
ing to start for the first time
in the long 2000 years history
between Japan and China. How-
ever, the gap made by the Japa-
nese Military invasion into the
Chinese territory over the past
one century is still remaining
deep and wide between the two

: [ 2 P

. ot

S 2
H i
o duty taposed on bapan, and
that s nurde possible ondy when
the historic weight of “equahty
and mutual reciprocity™ s Tully

reliable trading entity.
What is important and, there-

recognized by the Japanese peo-
ple.

Asian

The Japanese havé tended to‘
think solely about themselves.
From now on we will have to
think about others as well. Ja-
pan’s debut into the internation-
al political arena makes this
even more important.

While the U.S., with her
mighty military power, was the
star of an Asian political

drama, Japan was able to con-
sider problems in Asia—Sino-
Japanese relations, two Koreas,
Taiwan  Straights, Southeast
Asia’s security—as of secondary
importance. She could, as if,
sit in the stands and with indif-
ference look at what other na-
tions were doing. She was the
spectator and the other Asian
nations the players. But, all of
a sudden, without not much
preparation, she is being pulled
into the fields. Like it or not,
Japan has come into the Asian
drama. And the Southeast
Asian nations have begun to
feel its impact.

Although the leaders of Asia
have stated that the normaliza-
tion of relations between Japan
and China will lead to lessen-

ing ol fensions in Asia, it s

quite doubtful whether they real-
ly mean what they say. Rather,
while the U.S., China, Japan
and the Soviets are playing the

Peace

nations are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to adjust to the
new situation. They feel left
alone and isolated.

With the Nixon Doctrine,
Britain’s retreat from East of
Suez, Russia’s mounting influ-
cnce in Asia, Sino-American de-
tente and with Japan's recogni-

tion of Mao’s China, these
Asian “nations have gone
through a tremendous shock.

Economically, these nations be-
long among the underdevelop-
ed nations. Furthermore, their
economy is controlled by the
Chinese merchants; communist
guerilla activities arc ever morc
present.  These and other fac-
tors make up for their fear of
the Sino-Japanese rapproche-
ment. In spite of what the
Aslan leaders say on the sur-
face, in truth they did not want
this to happen so quick.
Japan’s influence in Asia is
great.  There are thosc who
say that both Japan and China
will become rivals in the end,
but then no one can predict the
future,  What Japan needs 1o
do now, instead ol becoming
averjoyed by the  new  rap-
prochement with Chima, is to
understand  these fears ol the

Southcast Asian nations.  Until
then, rapprochement  between
China and Japan can never

super power game, these Asian

lcad to peace in Asia.
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State and Education

Education is vulnerable against the control of the ruling.

This time, we took a

general survey on the history of the Japanese education controled by the governmental

authorities.

Textbooks issued under the
control of the governmental au-
thority whether in the form of
the State’s authorization or au-
thorization by other govern-
mental organizations have been
solely describing such aspects
of affairs as favourable only for
those who have been in the rul-
ing positions over the nation.
This has been the case particu-
lary with the textbooks of the
Japanese history.

The reinforced censorship of
the Education Ministry has
brought the whole Japanese sys-
tem of education to a crucial
crisis. Taking a brief survey on
various changes observed in the
government authorities posture
to our education is, therefore,
a duty imposed on anybody con-
cerned with teaching and in-
struction.

Trend of Censorship

The history of the repeated
interference by the Education
Ministry with the contents of
schoolbooks can be divided into
the following three periods: (1)
the early part of the Meiji era
when textbooks were published
for the first time, (2) the first
o wromus Wt -
tury when State anthorized text-
books appeared, () the post-
war period,  throughout  which
we had the textbooks issued un-
der the revived  authorization

NPery
aunit

“systeny up to the preseat.

Beginning of Intervention

For a while after the an-
nouncement  of the education
system in Sept. 1872, the choice
of school-books was entirely
committed to teachers. . In
1881, however, on the procla-
mation of the “Principles for
Instruction  at  Elementary
Schools” by the Education Min-
stry, descriptions on history in
general, except those on the
Japanese history, were all elimi-
nated from the pages of school-
books. The major aim of thosc
educational principles was plac-
ed also on how to stabilize the
people’s loyalty to the Emperor
on the basis of their “ever-last-
ing patriotism.”

When the authorization sys-
tem for elementary school text-
books was established for the
first time in 1886, it was deter-
mined that fables such as about
the foundation of the state,
enthronement of the first Em-
peror Zimmu, or doings and ac-
tions carried out by loyal sages
for the sake of their Emperor,

should be treated as indubita-
ble facts in the textbooks of the
Japanese history.

Furthermore, the revised text
of the above “Principles for In-
struction at Elementary School”
which was promulgated in 1890
proclaimed descriptions on the
following affairs as ‘“‘unomitta-
ble contents” of the history text-
books; the founding of the na-
tion, the eternity of the Imperi-
al lineage, various great imperi-
al achievements done through
reigns and reigns of the ancient
Emperors in a row, and the
brave doings and actions by the
loyals sages.

Nevertheless, there remains a
notable fact that until the estab-
lishment of the State authoriza-
tion system in 1903, descrip-
tions about the acts of the an-
cient Emperor had never been
¢arried in all the textbooks.

With top-most care paid on
the descriptions about Ama-
terasu-Omikami (the goddess of
the sun). on the first pages, the
issue of the Japanese history
textbooks was begun in 1903
through the State inspection. In
the textbocoks of the Japanese

Ihistory used at this time., more

thann hall of their whole con-
tents covered  explanations  on
the Emperors in almost every
detail.  For example, in  the
case of u schoulbook used dur-
ing 14 yecars between 1918 and
1932, affairs about Imperial
family and the subjects faith to
it were treated in nearly (wo-
thifds of the chapters.

On’ August, 14th, in 1945,
Japan accepted the Potsdam
Declaration, - which aimed at
the reconstruction and promo-
tion ¢f her democracy. In the
wake of this historic event, the
Government set about the revi-
sion of the textbooks. The an-
nouncement of the execution of
the authorization system in 1947
was followed by the official de-
cision on the total elimination
of the State-authorized text-
books in 1950.

However, cven in the re-es-
tablished post-war authorization
system are remaining scveral
problematical points particular-
ly about the Ilegitimacy and
validity of the Education Min-
istry’s censorship. Those prob-
lematical points were brought
into’ a sharp relief through the
latest Ienaga-suit case.”

Let us take a look at the in-
spection by the Education Min-

istry on the “New Japanese his-
tory” authored by Prof. Saburo
Ienaga, displayed in the box be-
low.

These examples show only
part of the frequent interfer-
ence by the Education Ministry
with the nation’s education.
Amendments demanded by the
Education Ministry are in al-
most 300 places in only one
textbook.

The fact mentioned above
shows that the textbooks of
Japanese history have been al-
ways controlled by the Govern-
ment, for the historical educa-
tion can be easily used as the
means of indoctrinating the peo-
ple.

And to our great regret. as
we can see in the [enaga case,
there is no change in the situa-
tion even today. There are two
main opinions to support the
present authorization system;
one is necessity of the unifica-
tion of the basic culture in the
primary and secondary educa-
tion, the other is the considera-
tion of making the child to un-
derstand.

Ax far ghe formcn, howewe;
the wnilication of the basic ¢nl-
ture should be determined hot
by the Liducation Ministry but
by the consensus of teachers,
scholurs, parents and other peo-
ple. The rights of education must
be in the hands of the people,
but not in the Education Min-
istry. Furthermore, it is natural
that there should exist various
views in the textbooks, for their
sense of value is all different. In
connection with this, some peo-
ple say if free publication were
admitted, fextbooks  with  ex-
treme ideas would appear. There
is no worry, for such textbooks
would be unlikely to be accept-
ed by the people.

As for the latter, it is appar-
ently reasonable. But for such
a  reason, if  any criticism
against today’s politics and so-
ciety is not allowed like now,
that is a big problem. Besides,
isn't it audacious that only the
Education Ministry can give the
consideration to it?

Judging from these view
points, this system is unapprov-
able. Particularly as far as the
history textbooks are concern
ed it is harmful. For his-
tory can be an object of study
only when it is free from politi-
cal and religious interference
of any kind.

A Foreigner Looks at Japan (2)

By John Orban
(continiued from the last issue)

Another characteristic  of
Japanese befavior that must be
very closely related to the ef-
ficacy of amicable coexistence
is the considerable degree of
withdrawal that most Japanese
seem to exhibit. For want of
a better term, it might be call-
ed “reserve,” just as this quality
seems related in the harmony
of Japanese society that for-
eigners enjoy and appreciate, so
it is also a quality so contrary
to American behavior, that it
often causes consternation or
bewilderment  among  those
Americans who encounter it.

Many foreigners feel that it
is very difficult to get to
“know™ Japanese aquaintances
on triends. This is not due to
any unfriendliness on the part
of the Japanese. It is simply
an illustration of this reserve
which makes it difficult for the
foreigner to understand how
the Japanese feels, personally,
about a given situation or sub-
ject.

The effect of this reserve is
magnificd_by the extreme for-
mabity and the rigid rule  of
cotntesy that appear to be in-
corporated into aspects of
cveryduy Japanese life.  Many
stalements or actions seeme to
be performed not necessarily
because of the initiative or de-
sire of the individual, but duc
to the social requirements of the
situation.  As well, the pattern
of casual conversation that for-
eigners observe seems to be in
general terms, and about topics
that are obvious, or so apparent
as to allow litfle room for ex-
pression of personal feelings.

In American society, an in-
dividual is brought up to freely
express his feelings and he is
continually encouraged in daily
encounters to state an opinion
or make a value judgment,
Often he is obliged to defend
his point of view in debate with
someone who might hold an op-
posite or dissenting viewpoint.
therefore, to some degree, un-
flaticring accusation is to say
that a person is “superficial”—
meaning that he does or says
things without actually believing
in them, (often for some ulterior
motive) and his actions are
therefroe, to some degree, un-
dependable. The term is occa-
sionally used to refer to Japa-
nese behavior.

This is quite an unfair and

Elasticity-Destruction

Elasticity is the property of
matters which  makes them
return to their original shap-
es or conditions when pressure
up to a certain degree of inten-
sity is received from outside.
Contrary to this, elasticity be-
comes unable to work when
greater pressure over the de-
gree of intensity is received, and
it can no longer prevent the
whole constitution of the mat-
ters from getting disrupted.
This is a phenomenon called
destruction in physical science.

Once elasticity is lost, de-
struction comes in a moment,
and things break to pieces. Thin
stics which get broken in two,
all of a sudden, with a sharp
crack, when bent; a sheet of
paper that is easily torn in two,
when strained on its both sides;
and a small crack made by a
knife on top of a bamboo which
runs straight down before you
can say a knife,—these are only
part of the phenomena caused

by elasticity-destruction rela-
tion. What is horrible is the
case of the tragic British Pas-
senger boat, Titanic. A fissure of
her bottom is reported to. have
run across the hull at the speed
of 90 meters a second on her
collision with a huge iceberg.

National science is one of the
major weapons gifted to the hu-
man race. Its progress made it
possible for man to land on the
moon and to attain what seem-
ed to be in the sphere of the
impossible only until a few de-
cades ago.

Nevertheless, even though
man’s knowledge on natural
science has advanced thus far,
there is one thing which has
heen remaining unchanged since
the ancient times, and that is
no other than the regrettable
fact that man has never suc-
ceeded in  producing life.
Whales are now on the verge
of extinction, and this is the
case also with some other spe-

Link In Our Nature

cies of animals. Tt is one-sided
of mun to have considered only
how to kill, while negletcing to
pay sufficiant consideration on
how to keep other creatures
live, and the result is so misera-
ble. The environmental dispu-
tion in serious situation has its
origin in man’s same miscom-
prehension about nature in gen-
eral.

To transform raw materials
and sell them is all that is done
by what is called “industry.”
This means that petroleum in-
dustry is not producing crude
oil itself but only selling refined
oil. There are industries that
can produce steel boards, but
there are none to produce iron
ore. To learn it afresh that
transformatior and consump-
tion arc within man’s ability but
reproduction of the product of
nature is all beyond it is disap-
pointing.

That man can not produce
any of the components of na-

ture, such as air, water, carth,
and life is an important fact to
be recognized and remembered
any time. The rule of nature
is not so generous as to allow
man to be arrogant forever.
Man can not raise the dead.
Nobody can produce anything
living. This is a nature’s re-
venge for, as well as warning
against, man’s arrogance,

Our environment is getting
disrupted. At present natural
environment still continues to
provide the human race with
necessary materials, because the
elasticity of nature is not lost
yet. However, if the spreading
disruption is left unprevented
and the elasticity of the natural
environment can no longer
function as a shock-absorber to
the force from outside, it is no-
body but man himself without
any resuscitative skill who falls
into the same fate as the thin
stics, the sheet of paper, and
the hull of Titanic.

erroeous extension of the terin
to cover behavior outside the
cultural frame of reference in
which the meaning of the term
evolved. Neverheless, from the
point of view of an American
who is conditioned to present
his personal feelings and opin-
ions to others and to expect
that other people will recipro-
cate in a similar manner, the
reaction is understandable.

Japanese hospitality is fa-
mous the world over, and cer-
tainly contributes to the har-
mony of Japanese society. The
subtleties of this ubiquitous
Japanese graciousness constitute
an area very confusing to the
foreigner and quite susceptible
to misinterpretation.  Of course
people, anywhere, express polit-
ness and hospitality by demon-
strations of extraordinary con-
sideration for the other person.

Still the degrec of such con-
sideration in Japan far exceeds
that which one might expect in
America. On the first encoun-
ter, this extreme hospitality may
be so humbling as to make the
foreigner a bit unecasy. This is
because the politeness  that
Americans might expect from.
or reserve for, very close friends
s commonty exhibited by apa
nese toward @ recent acquiunt-
HEATNN

Hard To Understand

After the Tfirst several co-
counters with such overwhelm-
ing hospitality, the foreigier
may begin to feel that rather
than a purely personal expros-
sion of friendship or apprecia-
tion, it is instead, partly generat-
ed by the requiteinents of Japu-
nese social behabior,

At this point, the foreigner
may wonder what part of the
hospitality or courtesy he re-
ceives is actually attributable to
the love or friendship of a Japu-
nese acquaintance, and how
much of it is dicaled by the re-
gimen of Jupunese social cus-
tom.

For a case in point, consider
a forecigner who knows only
three or four words of Japa-
nese. If he were to make the
simplest attempt to use the few
words in conversation, merely
by uttering “arigato” or “sumi-
masen” ‘a Japanese listener
might typically respond by com-
menting, “Oh, you can speak
Japanese,” or “You can speak
Japanese vety well.”

The remark is flattering of
course, but must be considered
excessive in the eyes of the for-
eigner who knows very well that
he can’t speak Japancse at all,
let alone speak it well. A gen-
eral rule of thumb that many
Americans are taught to try to
follow is, “if you can’t say

The Original Japanese Peculiarity

something nice about someone,
you shouldn’t say anything at
all;™ the corollary to this is that
one shouldn’t become dishonest
or insincerc by saying some-
thing that he doesn’t really be-
lieve in. Consider a situation
where a foreigner is wearing a
very unusual. even strange, suit
of clothes.

If he were meeting a Japa-
nese for the first time. the
Japanese might be likely to
make a complimentary or cven

inccocuous remark about the
foreigners unusual dress:  the
foreigner  would  probably ac-

cept the comment as an expres-
sion of the Japanese acgaiot-
ance’s personal feeling about his
dress. However, after the two
got to know cach other better,
it might become apparent to the
foreigner that his Japanese
friecnd in fact does not care at
all for the suit of clothes, and
may have a considerable aver-
sion to such dress.

The foreigner then begins (o
realize that the original com-
ment wis noL an expression of
personal opinion, but rather a
) Called
according o Japanese sovial be
lavior, A this point the for
cipner probably  wonders when
the Tapavese is expressing his
own thoughts or feetings, and
when he is acting according to
the  formal  requirements ol
Japanese civility.

The over-riding impression at
which many foreigners arrive,
is that although the safe and
harmonious Japanese social en-
vironment is mueh enjoyed and
appreciated, the individual be-
havior that scems to contribute
to this harmony is difficult 1o
understand and often misinter-
preted.  The American and
Japanese bases for interperson-
al relationships and the inter-
pretation of such relationships,
are so different as (o be mere-
ly curious or interesting, but in
many cases perplexing and in-
comprehensible,  to  individuals
conditioned by culture encoun-
tering  behavior  generated by
the other,

1t becomes apparent that
merely acting properly accord-
ing to the rules of one’s own
culture is no longer an adequat
objective in today’s highly mo-
bile and internationally inter-
dependent world, It is only
through understanding the pe-
culiarities of different cultures
(including one’s own) that the
thoughts and actions gencrated
by other cultures can be under-
stood, not merely in the clinical.
objective sense, but may also be
felt and appreciated for their
significance  in  the cultural
frame of reference in which
they originated.
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The original

E.D.s demand for revision

... brilliant works in the field
of theoretical science despite
the state of war were highly
evaluated also after the war.

More consideration should be
given to the point that war
is contributing to the pro-
gress of science.
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